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February 2010 

March  6 Conference Committee Meetings at Lambuth University, Jackson, TN 

  CMEE Committee   9:00 am 

  Nominations Committee  9:00 am 

  Spiritual Growth Committee  11:30 am   

  Charter for Racial Justice Committee 1:00 pm 

 

April 10 Conference Committee Meetings at Aldersgate UMC, Jackson, TN 

  Nominations Committee  10:00 am  

  Program Committee  10:00 am 

  Executive Committee  11:00 am 

 
 15-16 Spiritual Growth Retreat ð Lakeshore Methodist Assembly, Eva, TN  

 17-18 Spiritual Growth RetreatñLakeshore Methodist Assembly, Eva, TN 

 

APRIL 30-MAY 2   ASSEMBLY IN ST. LOUIS!  HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!  

 
     

Read ALL about it!  Thereõs lots of news to share.   

We have a new tab on the website; it a tab for Womenõs Division.   
We get lots of important information from them, but it can be a 

lot for the newsletter.  This way, you get all of the information, 

and itõs readily available.  Itõs also in PDF form, so itõs easy to print 

out.   
 This is going to be a busy year for United Methodist Women. 

Stay tuned to the website.  Any new information  will go there. 

 
Be sure to recommend the website to all.  This is a great way to 

introduce someone to United Methodist Women. Show them 

know weõre not ôjust another womenõs groupõ - weõre a vital, im-

portant community dedicated to bringing the word of hope to all 

people through mission.  We ARE faith, hope and love in action. 



The Presidentõs Page 
Mary Mooney  

 

é.and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God.   Micah 6:8 
 

I tend to become more emotional these days than in the past.  Songs touch my heart and 

especially memories. I have often wondered if it has to do with òageó. Changes have to 

happen if we are going to live and grow.  The United Methodist Women (Womens Divi-

sion) as a whole is also in a time of transition and changes, but, even through all of that we 

are still in mission. Our Response magazine this month was filled with stories concerning 

change and transitions. But no matter at the changes and transition we all go through, 

there is one great wonderful thing we can count on, that is knowing that our Lord is al-

ways there for us if we just ask. 

 
One of our services during the holidays was very meaningful for me  Our pastor had 

placed stones in a dish and covered them with water, placing them at different stations.  

We were to go to one of these stations, taking  a stone from the water and make the sign 

of the cross on our forehead. As I kneeled at the altar I began to rub the stone between 

my fingers. Part of the stone was rough, other places were smooth and it also had a deep 

crevice within it. As I kept rubbing the stone I begin to think how this stone related to my 

life.  Some of my life has been joyful, thus the smooth times. Other times when problems 

arrived it was rough. The crevice depicted times when I was down, but I would come out 

to the top, thus the valleys and mountain tops. All of us have times such as these, but one 

thing is abundantly clear, our Lord is always there for us, waiting for us to talk to Him. 

 
The United Methodist Women are always making changes to keep up with the times we 

live in, not the way òit used to beó. I am one of those people that find it hard to change.  

We have learned from our parents the way we lived our lives and when we see others 

going in another direction it is difficult to turn around. I am not saying I cannot do it, but 

sometimes it is hard to make these transitions. I often think of òthe good ole daysó, no 

running water, no air conditioning, no indoor plumbing, washing clothes on a rub board 

and hanging them on a clothes line outside and hoping it doesnõt rain. Come to think of it 

these are some of the transitions I am glad we made.  As we work in our local unit let us 

be open to listen to others. What they have to say may make us want to make a change.  

Let us be open to each other. 

 

Just rememberé.keep telling the story! 
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ñChanges have to happen if we are going to live and grow. ñ  



From Your Treasurer, Delores Smith:  
                               Faith, Hope, Love in Action..  The time is drawing near!  
 

Assembly Offering  
òThe Assembly offering is an opportunity for designated giving by United Methodist Women. The 2010 Assembly 

offering will fund organizations and projects that address issues of global health and environmental justice issues 

through education, advocacy and direct services on behalf of women, children and youth. 
Because we believe that all of Godõs children, especially the disempowered, must be included at the table, we 

invite women, children and youth to come in Faith, Hope , and Love in Action .ó 
Assembly begins Friday, April 30, 2010. Are you going to be there? I hope so. I am so excited about spending 

three days with my sisters from all over the WORLD ! YES, WORLD!  Sign up today. You will not want to 

miss this event.  
To participate in the Assembly offering, make sure your local treasurer sends your offering to your district treas-

urer who will in turn send it to me. I will be taking our check to Assembly to make our conference offering in 

person. What joy wells up in my heart just thinking about what we as a conference can do for women, children 

and youth all over the world. Give today and give generously! 
And donõt let the giving stop there. We have pledged $190,500 to the Womenõs Division for 2010. That is a 

deep commitment from all of us. Letõs start the year off right! Give early. Donõt wait until the end of the year. 

Give from the second fruits (first fruits go to your local church!). We need to send $47,625.00 to Womenõs Di-

vision in the first quarter. The end of the first quarter will be MARCH . Awesome task, yes, but we are up to it.  
Remember giving is simple. Give a check to your local treasurer, give a Special Mission Recognition pin to a 

friend, send a Gift to Mission card to a friend, send a Gift in Memory card to recognize someone who touched 

your life, participate in the World Thank offering, give to Candleburning in honor/memory of someone you love. 

Give to all these areas and go ABOVE AND BEYOND! (Form available online). 
I want to thank each of you (in advance) for all you do for our conference. Letõs work together to find new ways 

to keep our giving up. I urge you to use the other cards available through out the year. For $5 you can send a 

card for any occasion. If you do not know what I am talking about, call me (731-487-0084). I will be delighted to 

share my cards with you! 
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 REDBIRD WORK CAMP TRIP      By Beth Brown, Team Leader  
Deep in the heart of Appalachia stands a mission called Red Bird that 

touches the hearts and lives of Godõs òleast of theseó. Since 1921 this 

mission has been a stronghold of kingdom work for the United Meth-

odist Church serving Bell, Clay and Leslie counties in southeastern 

Kentucky. The mission was founded by Rev. John J. DeWall who 

opened a school in 1921 and a medical clinic in 1922.  

 
Eight United Methodist Women from the Memphis Conference travelled to Red Bird as a work camp team for a week.  

Mary Mooney, Sandy Mauney, Melba Mitchell, Carol Wimberly, Barbara Boden, Lois Pharris, Ann Freeman and Beth 

Brown made up the team. Our team was assigned the task of painting the exterior of Goldie Brownõs home. The trip up 

the side of the mountain in search of her home was an experience in itself. Upon our arrival we spotted a sign: Brown 

Family Cemetery.  Much to our dismay, Goldieõs husband is buried on the bank behind her house so she has started her 

own family cemetery. She and her husband had lived on this mountain for over 40 years when he died three years ago.  

 
Our team had to use extension ladders and painted in some very precarious positions to complete our task but we all 

agreed it was a job well done. We left our new friend standing alone in her yard in tears as we said our goodbyes and 

headed back down the mountain. Goldie seemed to enjoy our company as much as she did getting her home òfreshened 

upó by our hard work. 

 
Another highlight of our journey was our tour of the school which was built in the shape of a cross. We met Christian 

teachers who are instrumental in the spiritual formation of the children and youth. The K -12 school has 220 students en-

rolled for a private Christian education funded by the United Methodist Church.  We visited a dorm where female high 

school students live during the week with their teachers because home is far away in the mountains. (continued on page 

5) 



World Federation of Methodist  and Uniting Church Women is the new name for 

World Federation of Methodist Women. How long has it been since your unit had a 

program on the organization? Perhaps it is time for all of us to learn about this world 

fellowship of Methodist, United and Uniting Women, and getting information is easier 

than ever. The TREE of Life, the official newsletter of WFMUCW is now available on-

line at the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women official web 

page, http://www.wfmucw.org/.  The website is easy to use. Please spend a little time 
reading up on this fellowship of women whose purpose is òTo Know Christ and To 

Make Him Knownó. 

WFMUCW is a support group for women acting as a catalyst in their faith and ac-

tions; to promote interests of women in all areas of life, in spiritual growth, equality, 

development and peace; to work towards the recognition of the equal status of 

women; to facilitate, encourage and actively promote leadership training for women; 

to be a voice for Methodist, United and Uniting Church Women. 

From our Vice President                  Mary Lou Wurth 

WFMUCW

..whose 

purpose is 

òTo Know 

Christ and 

To Make 

Him 

Knownó.. 

The WFMUCW official web site is easy to use. The 

address is  

http://www.wfmucw.org/. 
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Cynthia Bond Hopson on writing  

Iôve always loved to write; itôs work that I enjoy.  I started writing formally as an adult when my ele-

mentary school closed, and I wrote about what it meant to me. I sent it to my hometown newspaper, and 

they published it. I started a column for the Brownsville States-Graphic, called ñHopsonôs Haywood.ò  
Writing is an outlet for the wisdom Iôve been fortunate enough to gain in my 52 years. I always loved to 

ask people questions, and had the sense to listen to their answers. The people I learned from taught me 

to serve God through giving God some hands and feet to do the will that God has for all of us. 
People encouraged me and touched me in many special ways. They treated me like I had good sense. 

My father was one of those encouragers. At his funeral, people came forward with many tales of how he 

had encouraged them; he was a lifter up of people. My sister says I take after our father. 

I believe the Lord put me on the earth to bring sunshine and joy, and I hope my books have made people 

feel warm and comfortable. Abingdon told me to give my first book with them a fun title, because itôs a 

fun book. People loved the title, Bad Hair Days, Rainy Days, and Mondays. 
This new title came directly out of my life. I kept saying it: ñI have too many irons in the fire, and 

theyôre all smoking!ò It is a direct reflection about where I amðthere are days I know I am over-

whelmed and I donôt have a fire extinguisher. But I trust God with everything that is important to me 

and God always sees me through. And whether I am on the mountain or in the valley, the paths make me 

strong.  
Writing this was more difficult and I had to make new habits and a deadline. I felt I didnôt have as much 

time to gather my thoughts. So, throughout my days, as things came to me that spoke to my heart, I 

made notes. I would sit down later, review my notes, and put it all into context. I owe my life, and my 

new book, to purple Post-it® notes ! 

This new title.. is a direct reflection about where I am �³ there are days I 

�N�Q�R�Z���,���D�P���R�Y�H�U�Z�K�H�O�P�H�G���D�Q�G���,���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���D���I�L�U�H���H�[�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�U. 


