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CMEE!  July 9, 10 and 11 at Lambuth University.  What could YOU be missing? 

Have you signed up for CMEE?  Have you invited a friend along to share the fun?  

We’ve got a great schedule at CMEE this year!   

Our topics are “Food and Faith” with Mary Lou Wurth, Sandra Burnett and Rev. 

Birgitte T. French instructing.  Beth Brown and Cynthia Hopson will be instruct-

ing on the Sudan .  Reverend T.J. Wesley will be leading the study on Native 

Americans, “Giving Our Hearts Away (Native American Survival)”. 

    

We’re going to have a Youth Study on Food, Faith and Me with Byran Bliss lead-

ing, and Sandra Mauney will be leading the Children’s Study; “Piecing  

Together Peace for Sudan”.  We’ve got something for everyone.   

 

It promises to be a powerful time. The deadline for registration is July 1.  If you 

haven’t sent it in yet, there’s still time.  There’s a registration form for you on page 

7.  Hope to see you there! 

Inside this issue: 

 
Packed Issue!  We’ve got lots in the Clarion this time!   
Page 2 is the President’s page. Mary gives her views and shares her wisdom. 
Page 3 has a word from Delores.  
Page 4  - read what you’ve missed! Lots of Bodacious women met  at  Lakeshore! 
Page 8 has our “Odds and Ends”.. Mission moments and last minute notes. 
You will find a registration form for CMEE in this issue; you’ll also find the  
Criteria for Mission Today units here.  
These forms will also be listed under “Forms” on the website. 
 
 

Schedule of Events 

May 31-June 2 Memphis Annual Conference , Jackson, TN 

June 11-14  SASCM Regional School , Owensboro, KY 

July 9-11  CMEE at Lambuth University 

August 8  -  Conference Team Meetings , Dyersburg First UMC, Dyersburg, TN 

                        (see page 3  for specific committees meeting) 

September 19 Annual Day, 2009  Milan First United Methodist Church 
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“What 

foundation 

are we 

building for 

the women 

coming 

after me?” 

The President’s Page 
 

 Mary Mooney  
 

I love springtime, the colors that surround us, it’s the most beautiful time of the 

year, well, until fall arrives with all their colors.  I love the seasons. 

 

I have just returned from Lakeshore Spiritual Retreat.  I have been so lifted up.  

If you have never been I would encourage you to attend one time and I believe 

you will return.  The theme was “Those Courageous, Outrageous and Bodacious 

Women of God”.  Our leader was Kimi Brown, a local pastor from the Tennes-

see Conference.  We cried, we shared a part of our life and we laughed.  Laugh-

ing is so good for the soul.  

 

 Now I have read my Bible and thought I was pretty well familiar with the 

women of the Bible, but she brought out some I had never heard of.  There were 

29 on our worksheet which we used for discussion.  She then asked for names of 

others which were not listed.  Do you know we have some very savy women.  I 

could only think of a few, but those ladies began naming names and believe me I 

felt very small, in comparison to them.  During the break I began to look through 

some of the resource books Kimi had brought and it was wonderful reading all 

those names.  One of the writers said women were the first preachers, Mary went 

to the tomb and Jesus told her “to go and tell the disciples I live”.  That may be 

stretching it a bit, but I still like the sound of it.  The women were categorized 

into groups, Foundation, Functional, Fellowship and Freedom, with scripture 

following each.  We then had discussions around our tables, which one did we 

relate to, what foundation am I building for the women coming after me and so 

forth.  Some tough questions to contemplate but questions we must answer for 

the future of United Methodist Women.   

 

Our next Conference gathering is Christian Mission Education Event, July 9-11, 

2009, which will be held at Lambuth University.  We do not know the future of 

Lambuth, there are some problems which I am sure you have heard of.  At this 

time we are still scheduled to meet there.  Please attend, let us make history.   

 

I want to thank everyone for your great loyalty to the United Methodist Women.  

If the Conference Team or the District Teams can be of service to you, please let 

us know.  I covet your prayers.  Let us strive to be and do what Christ is calling 

us for.  I look forward to seeing all of you this year at all our gatherings.  May 

we make history in serving others in our conference and around the world? 

 

Keep telling the story. 

 

Mary   
ñLet us strive to be and do what 

Christ is calling us for.ò 

“I want to 

thank 

everyone 

for your 

great 

loyalty to 

United 

Methodist 

Women.” 
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Memphis Conference United Methodist Women 
Whoôs at your table? 

 

September 19 th , 2009 the Memphis Conference United 

Methodist Women will meet at Milan First United Meth-

odist Church for our Annual Meeting. Yes, you read  

correctly !  

We will meet at Milan First United Methodist Church 

located at 2000 Jones Blvd. Milan, Tennessee.  . 

We will gather to celebrate our mission and ministry 

in the Memphis Conference. We will follow Annual 

Meeting with District Officers Training. Make your 

plans now to be at Milan on Saturday, September 19, 

2009 8:45 a.m.  

 

Registration form will be available soon!!!  

Deloresô Notes! 

Exciting news about Annual Meeting!  

Don’t forget to print out your Clarion and pass it on! 
Go to http://www.umwclarion.com, click on the current issue.  To page through your Clarion, re-
member to look to the top of the page.  You’ll find the page numbers across the top.  To view a differ-
ent page, simply click on the next page number. To go back to one you’ve viewed, click on that page. 
To the left, on the home page (the page you see when you first open it up), you’ll see the issue listed. 
Beneath that, you’ll see “(pdf print version)”.  Click on that line and it will bring up a version of the 
Clarion ready to print.  
If your email address has changed, or you’ve moved, please remember to send the new one to me at 
patdunker@bellsouth.net.  I’ll change my records and send you the link to the newsletter. 
Do you know of someone online that might benefit from the newsletter?  It might be the new person 
on your block at home; maybe the new woman at church?  Is there someone you think may benefit 
from United Methodist Women?  Send them the link!  
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      -What are YOU missing? 

From  

the 

humble 

to 

royalty, 

Godôs got 

a purpose 

for all of 

us! 

The Clarion      May 2009 

 What have YOU been missing?  
The Spiritual Growth Retreat last month at Lakeshore was something special. Rever-
end Kimi Brown told us all about those “Courageous, Outrageous, Bodacious Women of 
the Bible”.  We thought, and laughed and learned.  She uplifted us and made us think.   
From Esther the Queen that saved her people to Mary, the mother of Jesus our Savior, 
we learned how God uses us, all of us.  From the humble to royalty He’s got a purpose 
for us.  He gives us all our own chapter in this wonderful story called life. 
 
Nancy Puckett of Fulton First UMC in the Dyersburg District was moved to write this; 
“From Butterfly to Eagle Wings”. 
The gentle flutter of your words, as they float across to deaf  ears. 
And God says, “My child, listen..be of good cheer… 
Do you hear Reverend Brown as I speak through her heart? 
This is a new day in which we have a new start. 
Testimonies are happening, souls are starting to bloom, 
I am here, the great “I AM” is in this room! 
You may have started out in this place with a flutter of flight.. 
But do you think how you’ll be when you get home tonight? 
My child, you will soar with eagles wings.. 
And you’ll live with me someday.. The King of Kings!” 
 
The Christian Mission Education Event  is coming up in July.  What kind of stories will 
be waiting for us there?  Hope to see you there! 
 
 

August 8 at Dyersburg First UMC, Dyersburg, TN 
Conference Committee Meetings.  Specific committees and times; 
Presidents Consultation     9:30 AM 
*CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 10:30 AM 
Program Committee      1 PM 
Nominations Committee     1 PM 
Membership Committee     1 PM 
 
Our appreciation to Dyersburg First UMC, and all of the churches that so graciously 
host these important  events! 
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Criteria for Becoming a Mission Today Unit 

 
Units are encouraged to complete a minimum of 8 of the following criteria, including four of those marked with an aster-

isk (*). The criteria are to be fulfilled EACH YEAR, based on the timeline of each conference.  

 

  WHAT IS A PLATIUM UNIT?  A unit that completes all 18 items and prepare a” Scrapbook” of 

        Mission activities for the year.                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

  WHAT IS A GOLD UNIT?  A unit that complete all 18 items. 

 

  WHAT IS A SILVER UNIT?  A unit that completes 10 out of the 18 items. 

 

  WHAT IS A BRONZE UNIT?  A unit that completes 8 out of the 18 items. 

 

   Criteria for units with 15 or less members: 
 

                Platinum Unit:  complete 9 items, including 4 with asterisk (*) and prepare a 

                       “Scrapbook” of Mission activities for the year. 

                                                                                           

                 Gold Unit:  Complete 9 items, including 4 with asterisk (*). 

 

                 Silver Unit:  Complete 7 items, including 3 with asterisk (*). 

 

                  Bronze Unit: (Mission Today Complete 5 items, including 2 with asterisk*). 

 

GUIDELINES TO BECOME A MISSION TODAY UNIT 

Use this form to analyze what you are doing and then where you need to work. Put a check mark beside the items as you im-

plement them into your program. 

 

*___1. Use the Prayer Calendar at each general meeting of the unit to pray for mission workers and projects. The Prayer                                                     

            Calendar may be purchased from the Service Center. 

 

  ___ 2. At least one (1) member of the unit (other than conference or district officers), will attend the conference or district  

            Christian Mission Education Event. 

 

___ 3. At least two (2) members, other than a district or conference officer, will attend the District or Conference Annual                                    

            Meeting. 

 

*___4.The unit will use two (2) programs from the Program Books during the year. The Program Book May be obtained from  

             the Service Center. 

 

___ 5. The unit will have at least (1) person joining the United Methodist Women’s Action Network to receive and response 

to     

            Legislative information. (To join, contact Ann Rhee, 100 Maryland Ave., NE, Box 56, Washington, DC 20002). 

 

___ 6. Members will correspond with five (5) persons listed in the Prayer Calendar. 

 

*___ 7. The unit, circle or subgroup will conduct and/or attend at least one mission study each year. 

 

*___ 8. The unit will implement the Charter for Racial Justice Polices in at least two ways during the year. (Some suggested 

              plans of action): 

Plan a joint unit meeting with a unit of a different racial/ethnic background, using programs from the Program Book. 

Develop bi-racial/cultural or multi-racial/cultural Koinonia groups. 

Hold a joint Vacation Bible School. 

        Hold pulpit exchanges 

Share joint worship services for a special occasion. 

Encourage the church to sponsor a refugee family  



9. The unit will participate in the Campaign for Children in at least two ways. (Possibilities for Actions): 

Help sponsor a church or community program related to children and youth needs. 

Sponsor a Children’s Sabbath, promoted by the Children’s Defense Fund. 

Get involved with children in mentoring, tutoring and big sisters programs. 

Write letter’s, e-mail or call congressional representatives and/or others in government regarding children’s. 

Visit your local schools. 

Attend a school board meeting. 

Learn how our schools are funded. 

 

*___10. The unit will make and meet its pledge to mission. 

 

____11. The unit will be a 6-Star unit, contributing to all six channels of Mission Giving (World Thanks Offering, Gift  

              in Memory, Gift to Mission, Special Mission Recognition, Pledge to Mission and Candle burning.) 

 

___12. The unit will have at least two (2) members to subscribing to Response Magazine. (One member for units with 

             less than 15 members). 

 

___13. Each unit, circle or subgroup meeting will include a “Response Moment” where an item from the Response  

             Magazine will be lifted up as a way to tell the mission story. 

 

*___14. The unit will add at least two (2) members to its roll. (One (1) member for units with less than 15 members). 

 

 

____15. The unit will have at least two (2) members other than a district or conference officer to complete Plan 1 of the 

               Reading Program. One (1) member for units with less than 15 members. 

 

____16. The unit will invite a district or conference officer, other than that of a member of the unit, to one of the unit 

               meetings during the year. 

 

____17. Make a pledge to care for God’s creation and become a “Green” united Methodist Women unit. (Get information  

              on how to become a Green Unit at http://www.umwonline.org/enviroment or contact Women’s Division Office  

              of Community Action. 

 

____18. Hold a mini Spiritual Growth Retreat. For additional information contact the Women’s Division Office of Spiritual 

               Formation and Mission Theology. 

    

 

           Did the Unit make a ñScrapbookò?    Yes________     No_______ 

 

 

 

The Education and interpretation Coordinator will report the information on this form to the 

District Coordinator by August 15th annually and the District Coordinator will report to the 

Conference Coordinator by August 30th annually.   

Criteria Form pt. 2 
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Have you read any good books lately? Be sure to take part in the Reading Program!  There 

are some great books waiting for you.  Contact Kay Poyner for more details! 

http://www.umwonline.org/enviroment
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Pat Dunker—Communications Coordinator 

Sandra Mauney—Secretary 

Memphis Conference United Methodist Women 

St. Paul United Methodist Church 

2949 Davies Plantation Road 

Lakeland, TN 38002 

pdunker@bellsouth.net  

Locks of Love! 

Have you considered donating your hair to Locks of Love? Do you know anyone that is?  

Locks of Love is an incredible organization that takes donated hair and makes wigs for kids that have lost 

their hair due to chemotherapy and radiation treatments.  It’s been estimated that 80% of all their dona-

tions come from children who wish to help other children.   

 It’s really easy to do; I found these instructions from Locks of Love.com.   

The hair has to be clean and non-treated (no perms, or bleached hair.  Hair that has been colored is usable 

as long as it’s not colored over bleached hair.  

It needs to be at least 10 inches long (there’s no maximum!).  If the hair is shorter than 10 inches however, 

that will be sold to offset manufacturing costs.  The same for gray hair!  They can’t use it themselves, but 

they can sell it to help offset the costs (wonder how much MINE brought?). 

The hair must be clean and dry, and in a pony tail or braid before it’s cut.  After it’s been cut, place it in a 

plastic bag, then in a padded envelope.   

They do send personalized thank you cards if you’d like.  You fill out a hair donation form (found on the 

“Locks for Love” website) or write your name on a full size piece of paper and put it in the envelope.  

Send it to Locks of Love, 234 Southern Blvd, West Palm Beach, FL 33405. 

They can use hair from men and women, young and old, all colors and races.  Unfortunately, all kinds of 

kids get cancer, and they all need our help. 

.  


